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EXAMINERS AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Elias Domingo on July 30, 2010. 


Application/Control Number: 10/712,685 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1797 

The following claims have been amended as follows: 

Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of producing treated water comprising: 

introducing a first portion of water to be treated from a point of entry into a 

pressurized vessel while introducing a second portion of the water to be treated from 

the 

point of entry into an electrochemical device; 

removing at least a portion of any undesirable species from the second portion of 
the water to be treated in the electrochemical device while suppressing hydroxyl ion 
generation to produce treated water; 

storing at least a portion of the treated water in a treated water zone of the 
pressurized.vessel, the treated water zone of the pressurized vessel defined by at least 
one baffle separating the treated water from an untreated water zone containing water 
not treated by the electrochemical device ; and 

distributing at least a portion of the water from the pressurized vessel to a point 
of use in a household : and 

controlling at least one operating parameter of the electrochemical device 
depending upon volume of water in the treated water zone and volume of water in the 
untreated water zone of the vessel . 
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Claim 1 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of producing treated water comprising 
introducing a portion of water to be treated from a point of entry into a first zone of a 
vessel; 

introducing a portion of the water from the vessel into the electrodeionization 
device; applying an electrical current below through the electrodeionization device to 
promote removal of any undesirable species from the water and produce treated water; 
and 

introducing at least a portion of the treated water from the electrodeionization 
device into a second zone of the vessel, the second zone separated from the first zone 
by at least one baffle ; and 

controlling at least one operating parameter of the electrodeionization device 
depending upon volume of water in the treated, second water zone and volume of water 
in the untreated, first water zone of the vessel . 
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Claim 17. (Currently Amended) A water treatment system comprising: 

a water storage vessel fluidly connected to a point of entry, the water storage 

vessel 

comprising a plurality of zones having water contained therein with differing water 

quality 

levels; 

an electrochemical device fluidly connected to the point of entry and the water 
storage vessel , the water storage vessel containing at least one baffle and fluidly 
coupled to the electrochemical device so as to define at least two of the zones of 
differing water quality levels such that at least one zone contains water which has been 
treated by the electrochemical device and at least one zone contains water which has 
not been treated bv the electrochemical device : 

a power supply for providing an electrical current to the electrochemical device; 

and 

a controller system for regulating the electrical current below a limiting current 
density and operable for controlling at least one operating parameter of the 
electrodeionization device depending upon volume of water in a treated water zone and 
volume of water in an untreated water zone of the vessel . 
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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Independent claims 1, 
1 1 and 17 now respectively distinguish over all of the applied prior art in view of combination of 
limitations concerning vessel baffles defining zones of water having been treated by the 
electrochemical (or electrodeionization) device and not having been treated by the 
electochemical device and regulating or controlling at least one operating parameter of the 
electrochemical (or electrodeionization) device depending upon volume of water in such treated 
water zone and also in such untreated water zone. Support for the amendments to claims 1,11 
and 17 are found at page 14, line 27-page 15, line 21 of the instant Specification. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

JWD 

7/31/2010 

/Joseph W. Drodge/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1797 


